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August 1954

The Current lLead Situstion

in the USSR

The cakput of lead metal in the USSR in 1957 is estimated to have
been about 277,000 tons (Teble 1).% This output, wiaich was nsarly two
and one-nelf times the 1950 output and represented 55% of the total pro-
duction of the Sino-Soviet Bloc, accounted for 113 of the world's output
of lead in that year. (Tables 1 end 2.)

he Sixth Five Year Plan (1956-60) called for an increase of 12
of 1955, which if fulfilled would have resulted in a 1960 production of
nearly 370,000 tons. Inesmich as Soviet officials bave complained that
the development of the ore base for lead has not kept pace with the
expansion of swelter cepacity, it is questionable whether the 1960 goal
would have been achieved. Revised goele under the nev Seven Year Flan
(1959-1965) have not been announced as yet, but there is mo resson to
doubt tbat incresges in nonferrous wetal production, including leed, will
contimie to be stressed as they heve been since the end of World var II.

soviet lead reserves are probably adequate to support an expanding

industry for an indefinite perilod. According to the Soviet Minister of
geology, the USSR has the largest reserves of lead in the world. y\

Sowe support for this statement may be derived from the announcements
smde from time to time regaxding the discovery of new lLesd deposits in

the USER. y Unfortunately, bowever, detsils on the ore content and

FeTriT Tons are referred to thpoughout this report.
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geology of such deposits are seldom revealed; and there 1is some evidence
that these, like some of the clder, traditiomally exploited deposits of
the USSR, may be low-grade, requiring high-cost operations.

Ynroughout the poatwar period until 1957, the trade In lead between
the USSR and the Free World consisted almost sxclusively of lesd lmporte
by the USSR. (Tebles 3 and 4.} In 1957, however, although the USSR
sontinned to import significant quantitice of lead from the Free World,
exports of lead to the Free World exceeded lmporte. There has been
virtually no other sigpificmnt trade in lead hetween the Free World and
other Bloc countries.

Although the USSR's trade in lead is relatively limited, there is
iittle reagon to doubt that this trede probably could be expanded with
any given country if the Boviet Unlon should determine thal such expan-
sion was politicslly or economically expedient. Perhape indicative of
political expediency is the trade agreement for 1958 signed by Bolivia
und the USER. The agveement stipulates that Bolivis shall send lead and
other nonferrous petals to the USBR in exchange for Soviet metallurgical
and oil induetry a@m[g The USSR has also sgreed to [rovide the
specialists necessary to install the equipnment and to instruct the Bolivians
in its use.

In order to increase the production of lead in the USSR, atteupis
wre being made 40 increase the techimical effilclency of metal recovery.

For exssple, losses in tailings are being reduced; 3,{ and it iz even

2

Approved For Release 2001/ DP62S00346A000100250004-6




Approved For Release 2001/03/02 ; CIA-RDP62S00346A000100250004-6

j?!a.

popsible that some of the tallings acoumilated in the postwer period
are peing repocessed. %/ In eddition, sumercus acoounts beve appesred
in the Soviet press sbout the successfu} substitution of plsstics for
iead. B/ The success of this particular program cannct be evaluated
from availsble information, but & Soviet magazine stated that during
the Seven Year Plan, $32,000 tons of lead would be saved in the cable
industry through the substitution of plastics for lead. X{

Alvhough the Bloc has been short of lesd throughout the postwar
period, the ghift in 1957 from being & net importer to & net exporter
is believed to be significant rather thas incidental. Increased
aomestic output, depressed internmel demands resulting from substituting
plastics and other materials for lead, and a continuing nesd for foreign

exchange suge

oot that exports of lesd from the Bloc to the Frze World

will contimue. Moreover, it is also belisved that by the early 1960's
#loc exports of lead to the Free World probably will be at s substan-

tially higher ievel than that of 1957,
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